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Tuz COLONIAL1 SECRETARY (Hon.
Mi. Fraser); I move, sir, that you do re-
port progress. These proceedings are
derogatory to the dignity of the House.

Mia. WITTENOOM: Turn him out.
Progress was then reported, and the

House resumed, leave being given the
committee to sit again on Monday.

The House adjourned at a. quarter
past two o'clock, am.

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL,

Monday, 21at September, 1885.

prosuacnticu of Messn. Clunpbell And Sharp at Gerald.
ton-Sanitary condition of Perth and Fremantle-
ostrich Farming 1 MY, aMcIm sacation-Elec-
torQ3 repreenttifon of the dititcPlatenet-
Pre t caes. Northern afiway-Kimberley

cm~edi-a - Chbinese imnmigration-Estimates.
188: fnrthercon.6dered in committco.-Iinnition
Estimte I .5*; in ommittee-Public Wor* tc

Ar N ., djenrned debt-nom Or-
cc,180AmnmnBilincmiteLa

Act, 1884. Amendment (Basppr~lto)l:i
ommnittee-Scab Bill, 155: motion~for committal

-Adjournment.

Tan SPEAKER took the Chair at
seven o'clock, p.m.

PRAYERS.

PROSECUTION OF MESSRS. CAMPBELL
AND SHARP. AT GERALDTON.

Mit. BROWN (in Mr. Wittenoom's ab-
sence) asked the Attorney General the
following questions, of which the hon.
Anember for Geraldtou had given notice.

i. Is it a fact that Messrs. A. Campbell
and Ohsas. Sharp were a short time since
arrested on the Upper Murchison and
brought to Goraldton, a, distance of over
300 miles, and tried on a charge of
"1wounding and inflicting grievous bodily
harm upon an aboriginal native I'Bab-
bagee,' at Ludiomi, about the month of
January last" who died from measles
while under the escort of Police Corporal
Smith ?

2. Was the warrant under which they
were arrested issued upon the unsup-
ported testimony of one or more native
prisoners undergoing sentence in Rottnest
gaolF

3. If so, were any steps taken to test
the accuracy of the allegations of the in-
formner or informers before the warrant
issued; and if so, what steps?

4. Before whom, and at *hose in-
stigation was tbe information laid?

5. What were the reasonsa, if any, why
Messrs. Campbell and Sharp were taken
to Geraldton for trial, instead of before the
honorary Justices of the Peace residing
on the Upper Murchison F

6. IS it a fact that upon the trial at
Gemaldton the charges against Messrs.
Campbell and Sharp were, upon the tes-
timony put forward by the prosecution
itself, proved to have been wholly without
justification ?

7. Are the Government aware that the
testimony of aboriginal native criminals
should be received with great caution?

8. Do the Government intend to make
amends to Messrs. Campbell and Sharp
for the great injustice and loss which they
have suffered in this matter?

9. What has already been the cost to
the country of this prosecution?

10. To lay upon the table of the House
all papers and correspondence in con-
nection with this matter.

i i. Whether the native interpreter used
on this occasion was not brought from
liottnest for the case, and returned?

Tn ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon.
A. P. Hensam) replied as follows:

r. Messrs. Campbell and Sharp were
arrested and brought to Oeraldton from
the Upper Murchison, on a charge of
wounding and inflicting grievous bodily
harm upon a native named Babbagee.
There is no satisfactory evidence as to the
exact cause of death of this native; he
died while on the march, but whether his
death was caused or hastened by heat.,
fatigue, measles, ill-treatment, or any
other cause, or by any of those causes
combined, there is not sufficient evidence
to show.

2. The warrant was issued on the tes-

tmny of three natives who were with
Babb agee' at the time in question, and

who were then under sentence of ina-
prisonment at Itottnest upon charges of
larceny.

357



858 ~PARLIAMENT ARY DEBATES.[SP.2

3. The greatest pains were taken to
test the accuracy of the statements of
these natives before the warrants were
issued. They were examined- separately
by the Superintendent of Rottnest, and
with the assistance of a very intelligent
interpreter. Their statements were given
without hesitation, and appeared, to those
who heard themn, to be trustworthy.

4. Theinforination was laid before the
Government Resident at Geraldton, by'
Sergeant Waldeck, acting for the police on
the part of the prosecution.

5. The charge was one which could not
have been tried on the 'Upper Murchison,
being beyond the jurisdiction of the
Justices there. The 'witnesses were taken
from Rottuest to Geraldton to give
evidence.

6. It is not a fact that the charges
were, upon the testimony of the pros.
cution, proved to have been wholly with.
out justification. On the contrary, the
evidence went to show that aii assault
had been committed, although perhaps

commended and adopted by the Council.
If any action was proposed to be taken,
of what nature was such action, and
when was it intended to take it? He
might state that since he had given notice
of this question, a message had been sent
to the House by His Excellency the Gov.
ernor, stating that action would be taken;
if so, he should like to ask what was the
nature of the action which the Govern-
ment intended to take, in this important
matter.

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon,
M. Fraser), said he could only inform the
hon. member that the matter would be
considered with care, and any feasible
action taken during the recess. It was
impossible to make a detailed statement

at present, as the resolution of the Con-.
cil had only been in the hands of the
Government a few days.

OSTRICH FARMING: Mu. MALCOLM'S
APPLICATION.

not of so serious a nature as that which THE COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
was charged in the information. M. Fraser), said that, in the absence of

7. The Government are aware that the his bon. colleague the Surveyor General,
testimony of native criminals, as of anl he had to move the following resolution
others, should be received with caution, standing in his name: " That this House,
and great caution was observed in the " having taken into consideration Mr.
present case. " Malcolm's application for a grant of

8. The Government are not prepared, " land, is of opinion that Mr. Malcolm
under the circumstances, to make corn. " should be offered the same concession
pensation to Messrs. Campbell and Sharp. " as recently recommended to be offered

9. The costs of this prosecution have " to Mr. Lemnpriere." He was not aware
not been at present ascertained, that it was necessary for him to dilate

jo. The Government are prepared to upon the motion, for he assumed the
give any further information as to the feeling of the House would be in favor of
facts of the case that may ho required; granting Mr. Malcolm the same terms as
but as the papers and correspondence it had already offered to Mr. Lempriere,
contain communications of a confidential so that we may have two strings to our
nature, it is not thought desirable to lay bow.
them upon the Table. MR. RANflELL said he understood

i i. The native interpreter was brought that the present applicant, who was a.
from Rottnest, and afterwards returned resident of South Australia, was prepared
there. almost immediately to carry out his

scheme.
SANITARY CONDITION OF PERTH AND ifTHE COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.

FREMANTLE. M. Fraser) said the correspondence
seemed to indicate that Mr. Malcolm was

MR. RANDELL, in accordance with prepared to commence operations with-
notice, asked the Colonial Secretary, if it out delay; but whether he would do so
is the intention of the Government to on the terms which the House had agreed
take any action upon the report of the to offer Mr. Lenipriere he oould not say.
select committee upon the sanitary state MR. MARMION did not think they
of Perth and Fremantle, and the water would be justified in offering 5,000 acres
supply-especially for Fremantle, as re. of land in this way to everybody who
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chose to apply for it. He thought the
intention of the House was that the con-
cession should only be given to the first
applicant. It did not follow that because
they had agreed to offer a concession to
Mr. Lempriere they were goim to repeat
the offer to all corners. He thought the
land regulations of the colony were
liberal enough without any further con-
cessions, and he would ask hon. members
to pause before they granted any more
concessions of this kind.

Mu. BROWN said that as one of those
who had supported Mr. Lempriere's ap-
plication he intended to support the
present application, and upon the same
grounds. If these gentlemen, or either of
them, could succeed in rearing ostriches
on land that was almost worthless for
other purposes, they would be doing good
service to the colony. Mr. Malcolm,
be understood, was the same gentleman
to whom a concession for the same pur-
pose was made by the South Australian
Government, and he was informed that
Mr. Malcolm's venture there had proved
successful. He sincerely hoped it would
be equally successful here, if not more so.
it was lust possible that Mr. Malcolm,
with his colonial experience, might
succeed where Mr. Lempriere failed.
He did not know that he would approve
of these applications if the appliats
were to be allowred to select their land
where they liked, but it was expressly
provided that the land shall only be
selected with the approval of the Govern-
ment.

Ma. MARMION: The applicants them-.
selves will in the first place decide what
is a suitale locality for carrying on their
operations. 'Unless they get their land
in a suitable locality for ostrich breeding
they may as well be without it; and they
themselves, we may depend upon it, will
settle that point.

Sin T. COOKBURN-CAMPBELL said
he understood that in South Australia
a free grant wee only given to the first
person who made the attempt, and the
terms offered were very liberal. He
thought that was the principle we ought
to act upon here.

Tus, COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
M. Fraser) said it might be argued that
Mr. Malcolm was the first applicant here,
for he made a. similar application years
ago. The question for the House to

decide was whether it was advisable that
we should have two strings to our bow.
If the House did not consider it desirable
to offer the same terms to Mr. Malcolm
as to Mr. Lempriere, he had no intention
to press the matter.

MR. BURGES thought it might be
advisable to grant these concessions, but
he should like to see steps taken to pre-
vent any similar applications being enter-
tained in the future, otherwise they might
be inundated with applications. He
thought, with the lion, member for Pro-

mantle, that our land regulations were
sufficiently liberal to induce those desirous
of establishing ostrich farms to lease the
land required for that purpose.

Muz. S. I. PARKER said he intended
to support the resolution, for this reason:
it appeared to him very doubtful
whether Mr. Lempriere will ever carry
out his idea, of ostrich farming. That
gentleman dated his application fromn a
London club, and very probably knew
nothing about ostrich farming. If he
had had no experience, the probability
was that, if he did attempt to establish a
farm, it would result in complete failure;
whereas Mr. Malcolm, they knew, was a
man who had already had some colonial
experience, and who had succeeded in
establishing an ostrich farm in a neighbor-
ing colony. 'Under the circumstances, he
thought My. Malcolm deserved far more
consideration at their hands than a
gentleman who had taken up the idea

apparently as a hobby, or from some
whim or capnice. What he should like
to see the Government do was, to offer
the concession to the first person who
carried out the conditions imposed; and,
if Mr. Leinpriere had not already been
communicated with, he thought they
might pass a resolution to that effect.
If, however, it was too late to do that, he
was prepared to support the present ap-
plication, coming, as it did, from a
practical man.

Mu. GRANT said he was averse to
granting this concession, as he also was in
Mr. Lempriere's case, for he considered
that the success of the experiment having
been already established in South Aus-
tralia, there could be no doubt as to the
success of the experiment bere. He
thought it was a very bad advertisement
for the colony for it to go abroad that we
had land to give to every Tom, Dick, or
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Harry who chose to apply for it, to carry
out any particular hobby.

MR. LAYMAN would~ support the
motion. He did not think our land
regulations were at al likely to induce
people to come here and go to the
expense of endeavoring to establish an
industry like this; but he thought this
certainly ought to be the last concession
of the kind.

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon.
A. P. Hensmaen) said the motion before
the House stood in the name of the
Commissioner of Crown Lands, and that
alone gave him an idea that there must be
something in it. Hon. members were
aware that the Commissioner of Crown
Lands had made himself obnoxious in'
some quarters by the strong views which
he took as to his duty to protect the lands:
of the colony, and they might dependI
upon it that this proposal would notI
have emanated from the Commissioner
unless in his opinion it was fraught withI
some possible benefit to the colony. The
recommendations of the select com-
mittee in Mr. Lempriere's case appeared
to him to have been very reasonable ones,
and he could not help thinking with the
Colonial Secretary that it was very
desirable we shoulid have two strng to
our bow in this matter. Tt was simply
carrying out a principle which the House
had affirmed the other day.

Upon the motion being put, the House
divided, the numbers being-

Ayes ... ... 14
Noes ... ... 7

Majority for 7
AyEs. NOE.

Ho.. A. P. Benaman I Mr. Brockrm,
Ho.. J. A. Wright Mr. Grat
Mr. BrownMr Pearm

Mr. Brsahe Mr. Mhemton(TIe.
Mr. Hurtpr.re

Sr. C.aymanr.Wite w

Mr. Loton
Mr. MoRn.
Mr. Prker
Mr. Rdm4.1
Ho.. M. Prosr (Tdlcr.)
The motion was thecrefore carried.

REPRESENTATION OF THE EUCLA
DISTRICT (PLANTAGENET).

SiR T. COCKEURN-CAMPBELL,
in accordance with notice, moved " That
"any enactment introduced to give sep-
"arate elective representation to the

"1Kimberley District should also include
"similar elective representation for the
" Eucla District." The hon. baronet
said he thought it unnecessary for him
to say many words in bringing forward
this motion, because, lhe thought, when
he spoke on the subject the other night,
nearly all hon. members seemed to con-
sider it a reasonable thing to do. He
believed that among the dissentients on
that occasion was the bon. member for
,the North; but be would assure the hon.
member that he did not bring it forward
for the purpose of what might be called
adjusting the balance of power. Individ-
ually, he had no jealousy whatever to-
wards the North,-he thought it was
absurd to talk of jealousy between one
part of the colony and another; and he
had simply brought forward the motion
for this reason,-if it was considered
desirable and just to increase the repre-
sentation of the colony by giving an extra
member to the far-away pastoral district
of the North, it was equally desirable
and justto give an extra member to the far-
away pastoral district of the South. The
North already had two members, whereas
the district which he represented--al-
though it had three times the population
of the North-only had one member.
Although Ends might not have the
grand future before it which Kimberley
was believed to have, with its minerals
and its supposed capabilities for the
growth of tropical products, still there
was an immense extent of territory in the
Eucla district, which only required the
discovery of water to make it a source of
great wealth to the colony. He did not
imagine that any action would be taken
in this matter by the Government this
session; it would be almost unreasonable
to expect it, seeing the late period of the
session. At the same time he hoped
hon. members would agree to this motion,
and if a bill should be introduced next
session giving increased representation to
the North, he hoped a similar provision
as regards the South would be included
in it.

MR. GRANT said he rose to oppose
the motion. As to the Eucla district
being entitled to increased representation
because Kimnberley was, he should like
to know what there was about Euicla to
be compared with Kimuberley, either as
regards'its revenue or its capabilities.
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The only comparison he could draw
between the two districts was that of a
mosquito and an elephant. The hon.
member combated the statements made
in the course of the debate on Mr.
McRae's motion, that the Plantagenet
district (with Eucla) embraced as large
an extent of territory as the North dis-
trict, with Kimberley. Such misrepre-
sentations, the hon. member said, were
unjust, unfair, unreasonable, and dis-
honest. It was an imposition to attempt
to place a district like Eucla, that was
hardly known, on a footing of equality
with the far-famed Kimberley district.
If this motion should be persisted in, the
settlers of the North could not fail to feel
that jealousy was at the root of it, no
matter what the hon. baronet might say
to the contrary. If carried, it would
only further strain the relations which
existed between the North and the South.

MR. S. H. PARKER pointed out that
before Eucla, could be made into a
separate electoral district it would be
necessary it should have a Resident

M agitae a clerk, and a court-house,
adall the paraphernalia required by the

Act for the preparation of the electoral
roll and for carrying on an election. In
this respect, Kimberley bad decidedly an
advantage over Eucla. As to there being
no desire to disturb the balance of power,
it could not be gainsaid that this pro-
posal to give the South an additional
member was not thought of until a move-
ment was made to give the North an
extra member, and, if this counter-
balancing movement in favor of the
South was likely to create any feeling
of jealously at the North, he certainly
should oppose it. Kimberley was de-
cidely a more go-a-head place than Eucla,
which for the next few years at any rate
was not likely to rise to any great im-
portance. The district was already well
represented, and he hoped the hon. baro-
net would not press his motion.

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
M. Fraser) suggested that the motion
should be amended, so as to make it refer
to the Plantagenet District-giving an
additional member to that electorate,
instead of a separate member for Eucla.
This would get over the difficulty re-
ferred to by the hon. member for Perth.

SiR T. COCKBURN-CAMPBELL
said he did not quarrel with what had

*been said by the hon. member for the
North as to the statement made thie other
day that the district which he represented
was, with Eucla, as extensive as the North
West district, with Kimberley thrown in.
He found on reference to the map that,
although the coast line was perhaps as
extensive, if the sweep of country inland
was taken into account, there was a great
difference. He failed to see why there
should be any strained relations between
the North and the South if this motion
were carried. He was not aware that the
Kimberley setters considered that the
House had been unmindful of their inter-
ests; what they complained about was
that we did not practically understand
the wants and requirements of their dis-
trict, which was the reason why they
wanted a local man to represent them.
For years past there had been a feeling
in his district that it had a much less
voice in the Legislature of the colony
than it ought to have; and, aa a move-
ment had been made to give this in-
creased representation to the North, he
thought this would be a favorable op-
portunity to bring forward the claims of
his own district. He thanked the hon.
member for Perth for calling attention to
the fact that, under the Constitution Act,
there was a difficulty in the way, as re-
garded Eucla; but the difficulty could
easily be overcome by substituting" Plan-
tagenet "for 11 ucla " in the resolution.
[This was done.)

MR. SHENTON urged the claims of
the Victoria Plains, Dandaragan, and
Yatheroo districts to increased represen-
tation. If an extra member was wanted
in order to make up the required number
to entitle the Governor to appoint a
nominee member, he thought the claims
of these districts ought not to be lost
sight of.

MR. MARMION said if the argument
was a good one that the North was not
adequately represented by two members
-he thought himself it was--then the
mere fact of giving an additional member
for the South would not give that dis-
trict adequate representation; and the
House would again be asked to give that
district, as it was now asked to give the
North, a third member. Last session he
intimated his intention of bringing for-
ward this question of increased repre-
sentation, both for Kimberley and Eucla
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during the present session, but he had
not seen his way clear to do so. It would
however, be rather inconsistent on his
part, after making that intimation last
session, were he now to oppose the present
motion. But it appeared to him there
was no immuediate necessity to move in
the matter now: when the bill giving
increased representation to the North was
brought in, it would be easy then to extend
its provisions to the Plantagenet district.
He still thought Kimbnerley had stronger
claims to increased representation than
Ends&.

MR. BURGES thought the claims of
the Murchison district to increased repre-
sentation were well worthy of attention-
quite as much so as the claims of the]
Victoria Plains district. The matter
had been mentioned. to him on several
occasions, that, in the event of any fur-
ther increase of members taking place,
the Murchison and Northampton districts
were entitled to consideration.

Mn. RAKDELL sa-id be should sup-
port the motion. He had thought for a
long time that the district of Plantagenet
ought to have another member. It was
not only a very extensive district, hut
also a district that was growing in im-
portance almost daily, and he thought it
would only be an act of justice to the more
southern part of the colony that it should
have another member. He considered
that the North was already very fully
represented in the House, and that it had
always succeeded in getting what it had.

akdfar. He thoughit if there were any
interests or institutions in the colony
that had real ground to complain of
inadequate representation in that Homse,
it was the municipal institutions of the
colony.

Mn. MARMION said al1though he
would have been prepared to support the
motion as orginally put forward, giving
Eucla a member of its own, he could not
support the proposal now made to give
the Plantagenet district increased repre-
sentation.

The motion was then put, and nega-
tived, upon a division, the numbers
being-

Ayes

Noes

Majority a

... ... 8

... ... 10

gainbt ... 2

Anm.
Mr. Erookrmsn
Mr. Burb
Mr. Harper
Mr. layma
Mr.Lom
Mr. Eae
Mr. Van
Sir T. C. Campbell

(rdla4)

Nuts.
Mr. Brown

Mr. Crowtb
Mr.Ga
Mr. Mb
31r. Pearse
Mr. Bbenton
Mr. Wittenoom
Mr. Marmion (rdkr)

FREIGHT CHARGES. NORTHERN RAIL-
WAY. -REPORT OF SELECT COM-
MITTEE.

THE ENGINEEB-fIN-CHIEF (Hon.
3. A. Wright) moved that the reoin-
inendations of the select committee ap-
pointed to consider the advisability of
assimilating the freight charges en the
Northern and the Eastern Railways be
adopted. The committee had gone very
carefully and most fully into the question,
and after taking into consideration the
different circumstances that governed the
two cases, the majority were of opinion
that, as regards the conveyance of ore,
the charge on the Northern line should
be reduced froin 16s. per ton to 12s. This
included loading and unloading by the
Railway Department. As to small parcels,
the committee recommended the adoption
of the same rates on the Northern as on
the Eastern line. With regard to produce
and what he might call special goods, the
committee came to the conclusion that
the rates on the Champion Bay line
should be one-fourth higher than the
rates ruling on the Eastern Railway;
and that all other goods be carried at the
same rates on the two lines. These, be
thought, were very considerable reduc-
tions to make, under the circumstances,
and he hoped they would be acceptable
to the Northern people.

Ma. LAYMAN asked the Engineer-in
Chief whether he could say what the
estimated loss to the revenue would he,
if these reduced rates were adopted.

Tax ENGflWEEEPIN-CmIEF (Hon.
J. A. Wright) said it would. be difficult
to estimate, but he should say about £800
a year.

Ma. LAYMAN thought they were al-
ready losing quite enough by this
Northern Railway, without sacrificing any
more.

Ma. CROWTHER said the first para-
graph of the committee's report stated
that the committee had had under their
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consideration the question which was
refermd to it, and that after " a careful
"study of the different circumstances
"that governed the two cases," the

majority of the committee came to certain
conclusions. He was sorry that the re-
port did not set forth what the " different
"circumstances that governed the two
"cases" were, and that the chairmani of
the committee did not think it necessary
to enlighten them on the subject. No
doubt, if the rates were reduced, and the
amount of traffic remained as at present,
the revenue would suffer. Any school-
boy could understand that simple sum.
But it was beyond the bounds of possi-
bility that the traffic would not increase
if the rates were to be assimilated with
the rates on the Eastern Railway. He
had already, the other day, pointed out
some of the anomalies in the rates charged
on the two lines, and the injustice of the
charges made on the Northern line, and
it was no use wasting the time of the
House in going over the same grounds
again. He was sorry that no reasons
were given for not plaocing the two rail-
ways on the same footing. It could not
be on the ground that the Northern line
did not pay its way, for it appeared that
neither did the Eastern line pay its way,
nor anything like it. The committee,
after " carefully studying" the question,
camne to the conclusion that it would be
just to the Northern people to makte them
pay 25 per cent. more than the people in
tIs part of the colony for having the

same class of goods; conveyed by railway.
Why the committee should have come
to this strange conclusion, he really could
not say, and he was very sorry, as he had
already said, that the Commissioner in
his speech did not let them know. As
regards the post office and the telegraph,
the Northern people were placed in ex-
actly the same position as the people of
any other part of the colony, and why
they should not be placed in the same
position as regards railway rates was one
of those mysteries which certainly took
a clearer headed man than the average
mortal to fathom. The committee in
their report said: "This reduction"-
25 per cent. over and above the Eastern
Railway rates-" your committee con-
"aider will be likely to give satisfaction
" to tbe inhabitants of Geraldton and
"1Northampton." He could tell the corn-

mittee it would do nothing of the kind.
He ventured to take upon himself to
speak in this matter for the whole dis-
trict, and he had no hesitation in saying
that the inhabitants of Geraldton and
Northampton would prefer the existing
rates to this paltry reduction, which only
perpetuated what they regarded as a
gross injustice. It was these little things
that tended to create a feeling of jeal-
ously and to strain the relations between
one part of the colony and the other.
There seemed to be an impression that
the Northern people were not in earnest
when they talked of Separation; hut he
assured that House that the Northern
people were thoroughly in earnest, and
that the perpetuation of this injustice
would only intensify that feeling.

MR. BURGER said he could fully
endorse what bad fallen from the hon.
member for the Greenough. He thought
with that hen. member that the in.
habitants of the Victoria District had
every right to have their produce con-
veyed by rail at the samne rates as those
residing in this part of the colony.
There was a, dead loss in working both
lines, and as the people of one district
contributed to the revenue just as much
as the people of another district, he
thought they all had am equal right to
the same privileges; and he hoped the
Government would yet see their way
clear to assimilate these rates. It was
a~n unsatisfactory state of affairs at
present, and, if this report were adopted,
the dissatisfaction in the district would
be still greater.

THE ENGINEER-INq-CHTEF (Hon.
J. A. Wright) said it must be borne in
mind that circumstances altered cases,
and he certainly failed to see the force of
the argument that because they were
already losing money they ought to make
the rates on all their railways the same.
The comittee found that there was no
more traffic likely to be on this line if the
rates were reduced than if they remained
as at present. It was absurd to say that
the freight rates on all the railways of
the colony should be the same, irre-

*setve othe amot of traffc. The

getrthe trffic the lower the rates.
The xngt a o welageta the price

oftall the necessaries of le should be
regulated by law, and be the same in one
district of the colony as in the other.
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Bin. AMMON aid this Northern M. Fraser) said the reason why this
line, as they all knew, was built for a~ question bad been submitted to the House
special purpose, the development of the was in order to give hon. members an
mineral resources of the district. It was opportunity of ascertaining the actual
not a main trunk line1 end there was no facts of the case, and to elicit from them
intention of extending it. Beyond the an expression of opinion on the subject,
carriage of lead and copper ore, it was after hearing what the loss was likely to
never anticipated that there would 'be be. There was no objection, so far as the
any large amount of any other traffic, Government was concerned, to the pro-
and he was not aware that there had posal embodied in the amendment, so long
been any great complaint as. to the as the House would be prepared to make
freight rates until a comparison was good the deficit. At any rate there was
drawn between the tariff on the two no intention on the part of that bench to
lines. As pointed out by the Corn- oppose the amendment, hut the House
missioner, the circumstances of the two must clearly understand that in the opin-
cases were very different. We had ion of the Engineer-in-Chief it would
other lines of railway in contemplation, entail a very considerable loss.
and we should have every district in Mit. BROWN was sorry to hear that
the colony crying out for an assimila- the Treasury bench had no opinion, one
tion of rates. If this petty grievance, way or the other, upon this important
which only amounted to a few hundred subject. He thought the select committee
pounds in the whole year, was likely to had proposed a considerable reduction,
endanger the friendly relations that ought as a concession to the strong feeling which
to exist between the North and South, if existed at the North. But even now it
a small matter like thih was the only appeared there would be a considerable
ground which the Northern people could difference between the rates on the two
find to complain about, if a paltry griev- lines, the differing circumstances of the
ance of the difference of a few shilings: two lines justifying a different rate. If
per ton in the rates for the conveyance of 1 the amendment were adopted, in favor of
produce was going to result in Separation, assimilating the rates on both lines, the
it certainly 'was not worth while mincing House would be adopting this principle,
matters,-let them give the North all nlamely that upon all railways, built or
they demanded, to be built in the colony, all goods shall

MR. LOTON said he was on the select be carried at the same rates; the question
committee whose report was now under of profit and loss, al] consideration of
consideration, but unfortunately he had pounds, shillings, and pence shall he sct
been too ill to attend the committee's sit- aside, in favor of one uniform scale of
tings. Hle thought they were going charges. He would point out to the com-
rather too much into details which might mittee that they might be doing a grave
very farly and properly he left to the injustice to some parts of the colony if
head of the Railway Department; and, they adopted and confirmed that prin-
although not disagreeing entirely from ciple, for this reason: the question might
the report, he should very much prefer be asked hereafter, will it pay to construct
seeing the matter left to the Commissioner a railway in this or that district, when
of Railways, rather than that the House we know that the traffic must necessarily
should decide a question like this, which be small, ad that the Government will
after all was a departmental question. 1be bound to carry goods un it at the

Mpt. McRAE said he knew that the same rates as on the main trunki line of
question was regarded as a. grievance by the colony? It must be perfectly plain
the Champion Bay people, and he thought that where there was a large amount of
they had some grounds for looking at it traffic goods could be conveyed at a6
in that light. He moved, as an amend- much lower rate than where the traffic
ment, "1That the report of the select corn- was small. The argument in favor of
"mittee be not approved, and that in the assimilation of rates simply amounted to
opinion of this House the freight charges this: because the State undertook to

"on the Northern Railway be assimilated carry goods at a certain rate upon one
"to those on the Eastern Railway." line of railway it was bound to carry them

THEs COLONIAL SECRETARY (Ron. at the same r-ate on every line of railway,
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regadless of the extra proportionate loss
whic itmih etal That argument
carried to its legitimt conclusion meant
this: he, as a taxpayer of the Murchison,
had a right to demand the Government
to give him railway communication, as
they had given railway communication to
other parts of the coiony, regardless of
the loss which his railway might entail,
and the cost to the State. He should
certainly vote against the amendment.
He should really have liked to have
known the personal views of the head of
department upon this matter. He trust-
ed the Government had ascertained his
views, as to whether in the interests of
his department he thought it would be
wise to assimilate tbe rates. As to his
Northern friends, he was sorry they were
not prepared to accept this compromise
in the same conciliatory spirit at it was
offered.

TE ENGrNEER-IN-OHIEF (Hon.
J. A. Wright) said the bon. member for
the Gascoyne charged the Government
with having no policy and no opinion of its
own on this subject, and it was suggested
that they were shirking their respon-
sibilities. Another hon. member wished
to throw all the responsibility upon him-
self, the head of the department. He
was afraid it was rather difficult to please
hon. members. Of one thing the House
must be certain-if the rates on the
Northern line were to be assimilated to the
rates on the Eastern line, this fact must
materially affect the question of any fur-
ther reduction being made in the rates on
the Eastern Railway. The hon. member
for the Greenough said he represented
the feeling of the whole district when he
said he knew that the proposed conces-
sions would not give satisfaction. On the
other hand, he himself had it on the
authority of one of the most influential
residents that these revised rates would
meet with the approval of almost everyone.
He thought it must be obvious that it

would be manifestly unfair and unwise to
uPon all t he railways in the colony This

justed itself to circuxpastaees, and every
tub ought to stand on its own bottom.

MR. RANDETJL pointed out that, in
addition to the reduction in the freight
rates for ores-which, after all, con-
stituted what be might call the staple

product of the district which this line
served-there was another concession, in
loading and unloading, which would be
done by the railway authorities free of
cost. That was a concession that was not
granted on the Eastern Railway-cer-
tainly not as regards timber. He quite
agreed with the hon. member on his right
(Mr. Loton) that the question was one of
departmental detail rather than of pblic
policy, and, for his own part, he shtould
be in favor of leaving the matter entirely
in the hands of the head of the depart-
ment.

MR. BROWN: The Government them-
selves referred the matter to the House.

MR. RA TDELL: Yes, I am aware of
that, and I am sorry they did so.

The amendment was then put, and, a
division being called for, the numbers
were-

Ayes
Noes

Majority against..

7

6
Arts. NES.

Mr. Eurges Hon. UW. Fitter
Sir T. C. Casapbell Ho.. A. P. Batan
mr. Quit Mr. Brockna
Mr. MoTeve Mr. Brown
Mr. Pearso Mr. Bart
hr'. Witteom. m, Harper
Mr. Crow'ther (TeIct1) Mir. Layrnan

Mr. Ltor
Mr. rmannon
Mr. Eardei
Mr. shmonr
Mr. Vein,
Ho.. J. A. Wright

(Tell.r.)

The original resolution was then put
and carried.

Tnn ENGII'EER-IN-CHIEF (Hon.
J. A. Wright): I may say now, that as I
intend going to the North as soon as
the session is over, I shall most care-
fully inquire into this question, and if we
can make any further concessions to the
Northern people, I shall be happy to
do so.

CHINESE AND THE KIM!BEELEY
GOLDFIE LD)S.

Ms. GRANT, with leave without notice,
moved the following resolution :-" That
in anticipation of the discovery of payable
goldfields in Western Australia it is
desirable to take steps to prevent China-
men or Mongolians from acquiring licen-
ses to dig upon the said fields." He
thought that in view of the probable in-
flux of Chinamen to the Kimberley gold-
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fields it was very desirable that we should
place some restrictions upon them, as
was done in the other colonies ; and
he hoped all hon. members would be with
him in this matter. He thought it was
very desirable indeed that our goldfields:
should be reserved for Europeans.

The motion wvas agreed to, sub sileio.

ESTIMATES, 1886.
The House went into committee for the

further consideration of the Estimates.
Works and Buildings, £13,316:
MR. S. H. PARKER, referring to what

took place between himself and the hon.:
member for Geraidton, when this vote was
under discussion on Friday evening; said
he desired to say that he regretted very
much having, on the occasion referred to,
in the heat of discussion, made use of
some rather strong expressions, which he
had much pleasure in now withdrawing.
With regard to the item " Government
House and Domain, repairs and upkeep,
X200', he should like to know what this
money was wanted for. A large sum had
already been appropriated out of the Loan
for additions to Government House.

THE DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC
WORKS (Hon. J. A. Wright) said this
was for the general upkeep of the house,
and the amount was totally insufficient.

MR. RANDELL expressed a hope that
the Government next session would be
induced to place a sum on the Estimates
to provide free labor for the Government
Domain and the Government Gardens, so
as to relieve the prison party for other
purposes. The Municipality would get a,
grfeat deal more good out of these
prisoners tban tbe Government could.

MR. BURT, referring to the item
"Police buildings, repairs to various

stations, t1,200," reminded the com-
mittee that last year the Government
represented that they wanted £800 for
this very puirpose. Had that money
been spent; if so, how, and what further
need was there for another.£1,200? Our

pulblic buildings seemed to cost a very
large amount, year after year: it was
almost incredible that such a large ex-
penditure was really necessary.

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
M. Fraser) -said that about £700 of last
year's vote had been set, ad the
present vote was for diffrent' buildingse
altogether.

THE DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC
WORKS (Hon. J. A. Wright) said he
had estimated that about £4,400 would
be required, but his estimate had been
cut down to this amnount.

MR. SHENTON said he noticed an
item of .£1,800 for Roebourne court
house; what had become of the old
building?

Ma. GRANT: Eaten up by white
an ts.

MRt. MARMION asked if the £800
put down for Roebourne new hospital
was in addition to the .£700 voted last
year.

THE DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC
WORKS (Hon. J. A. Wright): Yes;
that money was expended in patching up
the doctor's quarters and in making
some additions to the hospital.

ME. bMcRAE said the hon. gentleman
had been misinformed. Not a penny had
been spent in connection with the hospital.
What was spent was spent on the doc-
tor's quarters.

MR. MARMION asked why the.£300
was wanted for warders' quarters at
Rottnest?

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hlon.
M. Fraser): Following out the recom-
mendation of the Commission who visited
and reported upon the island.

ME. MARMION asked for some ex-
plaation as to the item "1Furniture for
Hospital and Court House, £500."

THE DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC
WORKS (Hon. 3. A. Wright) said the
furniture was required for Geraldton and
Roebourne, and for the quarantine
station at Carnac.

Mn. S. H. PARKER, referring to the
item " Furniture for Government House,
£200," said they voted a large sum last
year for this very purpose. The usual
vote was £2100 a. year, but now it was
doubled.

THE: DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC
WORKS (Hon. 3. A. Wright) said that
every care would be taken to keep down
the expenditure, but he thought it was
better to ask for what was considered
likely to be necessary rather than be
always going to the Finance Committee.

MR. GRANT thought it was high time
they should economise the expenditure
upon Gvernment House. There seemed
to he no end to it. It cropped up on
almost every page of the Estimates.
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MR. S. HI. PARKER, referring to the
item "Steam Dredge, £350," asked the
Director of Public Works if he considered.
this a sufficient sum for this purpose?~
There was a considerable reduction, com-
pared with the vote for the current year,
and he also noticed that several votes in
connection with river improvements bad
been struck out altogether. He under-
stood the river waa silting up rapidly.

TaE DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC
WORKS (Hon. J. A. Wright) said he
did not think any more would be required
for the Dredge, last year the vote was
£750, but a considerable portion of it
was not expended. This was for working
the vessel. With regard to the votes for
river improvements, last year's vote for
improvements ini the Canning river had
not yet been expended, and the vote for
dredging at the mouth of the Swan at
Fremantle had only been partly spent.

MR. RANDELL was sorry to see
nothing provided on these Estimates for
river improvements, and so little disposi-
tioxi shown on the part of the Govern-
ment and of that House to pay any
attention to the navigation of the river,-
a river that would be valued very highly

inayother part of the Australian
Cotnnt. The Dredge was merely toy-
ing with the work, and she was now fixed
in a position wbere she could do no good
whatever. Notwithstanding the estab-
lishment of railway communication, the
trade on the river was increasing rather
than decreasing, owing in a great measure
to the opening up of new industries. He
also thought it was very desirable that
the Dredge should be overhauled and
eleaped, and placed on the slip, which no
doubt would entail considerable expendi-
tulre; but, unless it was attended to, a
much more serious expense might be
entailed, if she went to the bottom.
Properly cared for and worked, this same
Dredge was capable of doing good work
still.

Tnn COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
M. Fraser) moved to add, under the
heading of"1 Harbor and River Improve-
ments," a new item. The House had
agreed to a resolution for a platform on
the other side of the Ashburton river,
and he moved to place £160 on the Esti-
mates for that purpose.

Agreed to.

MR. MARMION, referring to the item
"Roebourne and Kimberley Wells and

Troughing, £2200," said that year after
year they voted money for these wells, but
they had no information whatever with
reference to them. They were not told
whether any wells Lad been sunk at all,
or, if there had, where they were situated.

THE DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC
WORKS (Hen. J. A. Wright) said he
believed there were four wells then in
course of construction and completion,
out of the vote passed last year. He did
not know how many more it was intend-
ed to sink. Those that had been sunk
were put down on the representation of
the Government Resident of the district.
When he (Mr. Wright) went up to thij
North, he would malke inquiries about the
matter.

Mn. BROWN pointed out the neces-
sity of wells being sunk between the
Ashiburton and Northampton, along the
telegraph line. This was a work of
absolute necessity. Should the line
break or any interruption occur, it would
be impossible at some seasons of the year
to have it repaired, owing to there being
no water procurable. .

TEE DIRECTOR OP PUBLIC
WORKS (Hon. J. A. Wright) said that
would be looked after. He understood
that a great many wells had been sunk
on the line referred to.

MR. MARMON, referring to an item
GQaa fittings, various Government Build-

ings, £326," asked whether this vote was
intended for Perth alone, or whether
Fremantle was to get its share.

JTun DIRECTOR OP PUBLIC
WORKS (Hon. J. A. Wright) said he
believed that, with the exception of the
railway station, the vote was intended
entirely for the Government buildings in
the city.

Mn. S. H. PARKER called attention
to the item " Albany Sand Patch, £400."
The expenditure upon this sad patch
seemed, like Tennyson's brook, to 11go
on for ever." Hundreds and thousands
of pounds ha been expended upon the
work, and there seemed to be no end of
it.

THE DIRECTOR OP PUBLIC
WORKS (Hon. J, A. Wright) said that
when he was in Albany he visited this
sand patch, and he believed that the
present vote ought to finish it. It would
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be avery great pity if the work were to
be stopped just at this moment, for he
believed it was doing a great deal of
good. Everything seemed to be going
on exceedingly well, and he trusted the
whole thing might be finished next year,
if prison labor continued available.

M.BURT said that was exactly what
bad been said in that House for the last
four years. Attention was called to it
last session by the hon. member for Fre-
mantle, and the then Director of Public
Works said he believed that the vote
then asked for would be the last vote
required. The Colonial Secretary also
said there was every reason to believe
that no more money would be required
after last year's vote. That was a very
old tale indeed, and yet they were now
asked to vote another X400, with the
same promise that this certainly would
be the last amount required. No doubt
it was a very necessary work, but the
mystery was, why the Government did
not have it completed, and be done
with it. He really did not feel inclined
to vote another sixpence for this sand-
patch. If some really effective scheme
were placed before them, he should
be prepared to vote even X3,000 or
£4,000 to make a good job of it, that
would last; but this was simply frittering
money away. He thought the vote
ought to be struck out, and that the
Director of Public Works should formu-
late some scheme that would effectually
meet the difficulty, which would have his
CMr. Bunt's) cordial support.

MR. RAIWDELL thought it would be a
gre at pity that an important work like
this should be stopped just as it was on
the eve of completion. He was not pre-
pared to say whether the money had been
well spent or not, or whether proper
measures had been taken to arrest the
drifting of the sand; but he felt that in
this, as in other matters of the kind, it
ought to be left in the hands of the
responsible head of the department, the
Director of Public Works.

MR. MABMION said he should most
decidedly support the proposition that
the vote be struck out. It was simply
perpetuating a useless expenditure. Last

Sear they voted £2600 for the work, and
e asked the Government whether that

would really be the last sum they would
be asked to vote, and they were assured

that it would. If all this money was re-
quired for the work, it ought to have come
out of another vote and not out of general
revenue; and, if they voted this amount
this year, they might depend it would not
be the last vote they would be asked to
pass for this same sandpatch.

Tun DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC
WORKS (Hon. J. A. Wright) said he
had already stated that he had seen the
work himself, and that he was perfectly
satisfied with the way it had been carried
out, and that the present vote would
complete it. He thought it would be a
very short-sighted policy to strike out
the vote. It might cost the colony £10,
000 to remedy the evil.

THn COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
M. Fraser) said that no one who opposed
this vote could have the interests of
Albany at heart, and he might say the
interests of the colony. It was an abso-
lutely necessary expenditure, unless they
wanted this splendid harbor filled up.
He hoped the hon. member would not
press his intention of moving to strike
out the vote.

MR. BROWN: Can the Director of
Public Works inform us how many acres
still remain to be coveredP

TuE DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC
WORKS (Hon. J. A. Wright): I believe,
about 23 acres.

MR. BROWN: I am quite satisfied
that to potter at it, as has been done in
the past, will be money thrown away, but
if only about 20 acres remain to be
scrubbed, which would probably cost
about £20 an acre, the present vote may
probably suffice, if the scrub is within
easy distance. Perhaps, under the cir-
cumstances, now that we have been in-
formed of the precise number of acres
that require to be covered to complete
the work, this vote may be allowed to
pass. But I do hope we shall have no
more votes asked for.

MR. MARMION said that out of re-
spect for the Director of Public Works he
should not press his motion to strike out
the vote, though he still thought he
would be acting judiciously were he to
do so. He only hoped that under the
supervision of the present head of the
Works Department they might hope for
some better results than in the past.

Mx. BURT failed to see how the
Director of Public Works could supervise
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a work, hundreds of miles away from ithem, that they should have a larger
He doubted very much whether the share_ of this -vote for roads and bridges.
Director of Public Works was aware of1 He would ask the Government to give
the system that had been pursued in con- particular attection, in the apportion-
nection with this sandpatch-two or ment of this grant, to the claims of the
three meni employed now and then, in a i ditrict which he represented, which de-
fitful way, instead of grappling effectually rived no benefit whatever from any rail.
with the evil at once, and so do away way in existence or contemplated. He
with it. :thought the Murray district was entitled

The matter then dropped. to at least £2,000D out of this vote.
THE COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon. _'n1. SHENTON said there were other

M. Finer) said that under the heading districts which required just as niuch
of "1Minor Works and Services," he had consideration as the Murray district.
to move the addition of the following The hon. member should. bear in mind
new item: "Two locomotive boilers, that although money had been appro-
£2500."1 priated for branch railways to Newcastle

THE ENGINEER-IN-CHIEF (Hon. and Northain, still those railways were
3. A. Wright) said these boilers were not yet accomplished facts. The Victoria
required to replace those worn out on the Plains, Dandaragan, and Yatherco dis-
Northern Railway. tricts were far more entitled to consider-

Mn. SHENTON asked whether it was ation than the Murray, where the whole
true that portions of the new Fairlic population did not exceed more than about
engine on that line had been used for 250 adults.
repairing the engine now at work ? Mn. RARDELA did not know whether

THE: ENGINEER-IN-CHIEF (H1on. the bon. member for the Murray and
3. A. Wright) said that a great many Williams was in earnest when hie spoke
parts belonging to the new engine had of getting £22,000 out of this vote for the
been so used, but, luckily, they were parts Murray District; he should think the
that could be easily replaced here. He bon. member was only joking. The hon.
had given orders to have the new engine member's request reminded him of Shake-
put in working order so as to relieve the speare's words about " vaulting ambition
other one, and they would then he able overleaping itself."
to see exactly what was required. MR. LAYMAN thought the southern

The new item was agreed to, and the districts ought to have a much larger
vote as amended put and passed. share of this vote than they had been

Roads and Bridges, Item £10,000: receiving in the past, and he thought
TanE C OLONIAI SECRETARY (Hon. the Government might, out of the £5,-

M. Fraser) said hon. members were of 000 additional which it was proposed to
course aware that there was a further expend on roads, devote £500 towards
sum of £5,000 which he hoped would improvin the road between Bunbury
be available for expenditure under this and Busselton.
head. The vote was agreed to, as printed.

Mu. BURT said he did not know how EccdesiastiaaZ Grant, Item £3,543:-
it was that this vote for roads and Agreed to without comment.
bridges was always voted in a lump sum, Literary, Scientifie, and Agricultural
seeing the detailed information which Grant, Item £975:
they had with reference to the apportion- THE COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
mnent of other votes on the Estimates. M. Fraser) said hon. members were
Possibly, it was thought better, in order aware that there was a gentleman resid-
to avoid all wrangling and jealousy, that ing at Fremantle who for somne years
the distribution of the vote should be left past bad devoted much valuable timne to
to the Government. He wished to draw collecting and arranging the nucleus of
the attention of the Government to this a 'Museum, mineralogical and geological,
fact-that, as several districts of the in that town, which it was hoped would
colony were now provided with, railway some day blossom into a -national institu-
communication, it would only be fair to- tion of which the colony may be proud.
wards those districts which had no such Had the finances of the colony warranted
means of communication provided for 1it, he had intended to have asked the
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House to vote-a considerable sum for
developing and enlarging the scope of
this useful institution, but he did not
feel justified in doing so this year, though
he hoped the day was not far distant
when they would be able to vote a, con-
siderable sum of money towards the
establishment of a really creditable Mu-
seum, worthy of the colony. Very good
work was now being done by the gentle-
man referred to, done systematically and
unobtrusively, and as a bor of love; and
he had been directed to ask that a, sum
of £100 may be included in this vote as
a gratuity to the Rev. Mr. Nicolay, in
recognition of his voluntary services in
connection with this infant establishment.
He thought all who knew Mr. Nicolay,
and who knew the labor he had bestowed
upon this collection, would cheerfully
recognise his claim to a recognition of
his services.

The new item was unanimously ap-
proved.

Mn. RAKDELL asked whether the
Government received any reports from
the Mechanics Institutes and kindred
associations in receipt of grants-in-aid,
as to how the mouey was expended ?

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
MW. Fraser) said no reports were received
by the Government, but he thought it
would be a. very good plan if the secre-
taries of those institutions were required
to furnish an annual report. The House
had a, perfect right to know how the
m~ey it voted was expended, and the
matter was one which he would give his
attention to.

The vote was then put and passed.
Pensions, Item £1,851 8s. 3d.:
Agreed to, without comment.
Revenue Services, North- West Coast, Item

£21,200:
A-greed to, without discussion.
Mieellaneous, Item £20,546:
TnE COLONIAL SECRETARY (Ron.

1W. Fraser), referring to the item " Sta-
tionery for Public Ofces, £1,500;' said
that the Government Printer and the
Storekeeper estimated that this amount
would be insufficient, in view of the in-
creasing demands for stationery, and he
had to move that the item be increased
by X300.

MR. SHENTON said he was a mem-
ber of the Departmental Commission that
sat some years ago, and he remembered

that the Commission drew attention to
the very expensive quality of the station-
ery used in the public offices-far more
so than was used in the other colonies-
and it was understood that a cheaper
paper would be introduced. He believed
a considerable saving might be effected
in this vote if that were done.

The additional amount was agreed to.
Mn. SHENTON-referring to the vote

for the " Destruction of Wild Dogs "-
called attention to the desirability of
offering rewards for the destruction of
porpoises, which were becoming very
numerous in the river Swan, causing
great havoc among the fish in the river.
A boatman told him the other day that
he recently counted 50 porpoises between
Perth and Fremantle, and, unless some
steps were taken to destroy these fellows,
which preyed on the smaller fish, the latter
would soon become very scarce.

Tnn COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
MW. Fraser) suggested the formation of a
syndicate, to be called the Porpoise
Destroying Syndicate, which he should
imagine would be a very good paying
concern, as the oil from these por poises
was i a very valuable article of com-
merce.

THE COLONIA-L SECRETARY (Hon.
MW. Fraser), referring to the item "Ba
for Carnarvon, £250," said it would be
necessary also to provide a floating light,
and he had to move that the vote be
increased by £80. This was done at the
request of the hon. member for the
district, who. was satisfied as to the
sufficiency of the vote.

Agreed to.
M-n. BRENTON hoped the position of

this light would be fixed by the Admiralty
surveyors.

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
MW. Fraser): Attention will be paid to
that.

The vote under the head of " Miscel-
laneous " was then put and passed.

Refunds, Item £600:-
Agreed to, without discussion.
Immratilion (reverted to):-
Tan COLONIAL. SECRETARY (Hon.

MW. Fraser) said he had to move, in ac-
cordance with a resolution of the House,
that a further sum of £10,000 be added
to this vote, as follows: "1Transfer to
Immigration Fund under Act 47th Vict.,
No. 24, £10,000."
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The motion was agreed to sub aihmntio. NE. BROWN said that after the
Estimates to be reported. explanation of the Colonrial Secretary, it

was unnecessary he sbould say any more
IMMIRATON STIMTES 186-a than to move the following" resolution:.
IMMIGATIO ESTMATE, 18'6 [" That, in the opinion of this House, it is

These Estimates, which contemplated " not necessary at present to expend the
an expenditure of £22,000 for imnigra- "sum of £3,000 in repoling the Eucla
tion purposes, were passed without dis- "Telegraph line."
c'ussion or comment. Agreed to, without discussion.

Tut: CHAIRMAN reported that the
PUBLIC WORKS, ETC. (MESSAGE No. 23. committee had considered His Excel-

lency's message, and agreed to certain
On the order of the day for the further

consideration of this Message,-
T-hn COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.

M, Fraser), referring to paragraph (b)-
being an application from the Postmaster
General for a grant of £3,000 for the
repoling of the Eucla telegraph line-
said, with regard to this item, a sim-
ple relation of the facts of the case
might prove satisfactory. His atten-
tion was drawn to the necessity of it
by the hon. member for Toodyay, who
asked him whether he was aware of the
state of the telegraph line, as he (Mr.
Shenton) had heard that it was in a very
unsatisfactory state. 'He immnediatelv
wrote to the Postmaster General for in-
formation on the subject, and that officer
made a report. This was on the 7th
May, and subsequently the Postmaster
General made another report on the pres-
ent conDdition of the line, showing that
the line on the whole was in good work-
ing order, excepting certain sections, and
suggesting that a working party starting
from Albany would be able to do much
good by thoroughly repairing the line
from Albany to Eucla. It seemed that
to carry this out, the sum required for
next year was as follows: Equipment of
party and transport of material, £870;
cost of party for twelve months, £720
and cost of material1s, £21,S18,-or
£23,008 in all, and he was at first directed
to'plaee that sum on the Estimates for
next year, but from facts of which hon.
members were aware, it was found to be
impossible to make provision for every-
thing. Although it was advisable that
this work should be taken in hand, the
Postmaster General's report did niot dis-close the fact that there was an immed-
iate necessity for it; but he hoped that
when the House met again it would be in
a position to vote the necessary funds
for carrying out the work.

resolutions. --

The report was adopted.

CUSTOMS ORDtNANCE, 1860, AMEND-
MENT BJLL.

This bill passed through committee
sub stilentio.

LOAN ACT, 1884, AMENDMENT (RE-
APPROPRIATION) BILL.

The House went into committee on
this bill.

Clause 1-" It shall be lawful for the
"Governor to appropriate out of the sum
"of £35,000, in the schedule to the Loan
"Act, 1884, appropriated to the work
"'Telegraph from Roebourne to Derby,'

"a sum of £4,227 for the purpose of
"completing the construction of the
"Northern Telegraph line (Northampton

"to Roebourne); and also to appropriate
" out of the sum of £28,000, in the
"schedule to the Loan Act, 1884, ap-
"1propriated to ' Contin gencies,' a sum of
"£X15,000 for requisite works and im-
"provements in connection with the
"Eastern'Railway. "
Tax COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.

M. Fraser) said that since the bill was
printed, some other charges in connection
with the Northern Telegraph tine, for
the completion of the line, had come in,
and in order to cover all the charges he
had to move that " X4,500 " be inserted
in lieu of "£ 4,227."

This was agreed to, and the clause as
amended put and passed.

Preamble and title:
Agreed to.
Bill reported.

SCAB BILL, 1886.
On the motion for going into committee

on this bill,

1885.]
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Ms. RANiDELL said that when at an question a moment earlier than it had
earlier period of the session he introduced been dealt with. The bill was chiefly a
a bill dealing with municipalities, oh- Ireprint of the existing Act, with a few
jection was raised because the public had amendments rendering the law more
not had an opportunity of considering stringent; and these amendments, which
the provisions of the bill; but here was appeared in the report of the corn1-
an important measure, containing no less mittee, had been before the House for
than forty-nine clauses, brought before several days past. As to referring the
them just at the fag end of the session, bill to the country, because it affected
and a measure, too, which he ventured to the interests of flockowners, he thought,
say embodied a serious departure from when they came to look at the names of
the principle of the present Act, and one those who sat on the select committee
which seriously affected the country. He upon the bill-Mi. Steere, Mr. Harper,
alluded to the compensation clause, under Mr. Mcelae, Mr. Grant, Mr. Brown, and
which the Government would be called himself-it would be seen that the corn-

upo to pay compensation to owners of mittee consisted almost entirely of sheep-
sheep out of public funds. This was a, owners, and it might be depended that
provision that touched the interests of their recommendations would be recoin-
flockowners, great and small, and also mendations made in the interests of
touched the pockets of the public: and flockowners, rather than otherwise. There
he thought it would only be just and was a general desire on the part of sh eep -
reasonable that the country should have owners to deal with this question of scab
an opportunity of considering the bill more effectually than it had been dealt
before it became law. There was another with hitherto; and this could only be
reason why he thought the passage of the done by adopting more stringent umea.
bill should be dejayed, and that was, sures. The question of compensation
because it had not been officially referred was one that simply affected sheep that
to the Board appointed to advise the became infected when travelling, and he
Government upon this question of scab did not suppose any sheepowner would
in sheep. He thought there was no press-. object to receiving compensation for any
ing necessity for passing such a bill at of his sheep that had been destroyed ;
this late period of the siession, and he therfore, he did not think there was any
therefore felt constrained to move, as neessity to appeal to the country upon
an amendment upon the motion for going that question. Although the bill had
into committee, that the committal Inot been referred officially to the
of the bill take place that day six months. Board of Advice, the members of that

Mit. 13GES seconded the amend- Board quite concurred in the recoin-
ment. The bill was a very important niendatious of the committee, and all
bill, and one that ought not to ho hurried the leading inspectors who had been
through the House. The session was consulted on the subject were of
now drawing to a close, and it was not the same opinion, that the bill was
likely that the bill would now receive th at a move in the right direction; and that
consideration which it deserved, without some such legislation there was

A. BUJRT said he was not surprised no hope of the disease being entirely
at the amendment, considering what had eradicated. Under these circumstances,
been done during the last few days to though late in the session, he hoped the
hurry on the work in order to bring the House would - not rise until this ver~y
session to a close. He himself had been necessary work was completed.
olpposed to this hurry-scurry all through, jMR. HARPER said he might state
and it was not his fault if hon. members, that the Board of Advice thoroughly
were not prepared to devote more atten. agreed with the recommendations of the
tion to the bill. This question of amend- select committee, as embodied in the bill.
big our Scab Act had been brought: With regard to the compensation clause,
before the House a month ago, and the' he regarded that part of the bill as of
question was referred to a, select corn- 'very little importance, the probability
mnittee; hut, owing to the number of being that it would seldom or ever lie
other committees sitting at the time, it put into force. It was very desirable
was found impossible to deal with this Ithat this work should be taken in hand
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without delay. The disease was Dow re- Iconsideration than it was likely to receive
duced to within a, comparatively -narrow, at this period of the session.
compass, and, by enforcing these more I Tax COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
stringent measures, it was hoped that it t M. Fraser) said he had no wish to inter.
could be effectually stamped out. There Ipose any obstacle to the passage of the
was nothing in the amendments intro- bill, but he thought their labors had now
duced that was contrary to the spirit reached that stage when it would be
of the original Act; and all the sheep necessary to have recourse to a slaughter-
inspectors he had spoken to on the ing of the innocents, and he knew of no
subject thought that the suggestions more fitting measure to be subjected to
proposed were just what they required such a treatment than a bill dealing with
to enable them to cope successfully with sheep. Several hou. members seemed
the evil. disinclined to proceed with the bill at

Hit. BROWN said, as to the new this late stage of the session, and, though
principle referred to, of payment by the he believed the bill contained many use-
Government for sheep destroyed under ful and desirable provisions, he was afraid
the provisions of the Act, be would it was not likely now to receive much
point out that this principle was only in- consideration.
tended to apply under one condition, MR. ILAYMAIN said he certainly should
namely, to travelling sheep that were vote for the amendment. He thought
found to be scabby ; they could be do- there were many things in the bill which
tamned while the owner of the run on reurdthinking over, and that it would
which they happened to be at the time bebte to put it off until next session.
sent for an inspector, who, if he found He did not see why the Government
any of them infected, was required to should be called upon to pay compen-
destroy all upon which be observed any sation to sheepowners out of public funds,

signs of disease, and to order the shep- any more than to other people.
her in charge to return with the rest of Mn. McRAE hoped the bill would be
the sheep where ho came from. The proceeded with. It was one of the most
probability was that scab would break out important measures of the session, in his
among these sheep all along the road, opinion, and he believed if its provisions
and this Perhaps above all things had were strictly enforced the country would
tended to spread the disease in this get rid of a disease that it had been vainly
colony. It certainly was a most potent trying to get rid of for many years past.
cause of infection, and it was highly desir- THE ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon.
able that steps should be taken to prevent A. P. Hensman) said if the bill was such
sheep from moving from the spot where an important measure, -it seemed a6 very
the disease was first detected amongst curious thing'that within a few hours, or,
them. It would be far safer, and more at any rate, a few days, of the Council
in the interest of sheepowners generally, being prorogued, they should be asked to
that the sheep should be destroyed; but take such an important measure into con-
it would scarcely be fair that these sheep sideration, in a thin House, in the early
should be destroyed and the owner receive hours of the morning. [Mr. BROWN : It
no compensation at a~ll, seeing that he passed its second reading in a full
had been amnified in order to protect Rouse.] All he could say for himself
the public. All the neighboring colonies was this -that, if bills of this important
commenced with the same provision as character were to be rushed through the
we were now working under, but they all House, at the fag end of the session, he
abandoned it, and substituted the more was not prepared to take any great share
stringent provision which the present bill of the responsibility of such hurried
proposed to introduce here. legislation.

Mnm. BURGES said that, in seconding MR. BURT thought it was very un-
the amendment, it nas not that part of gracious on the Part of the Government,
the bill alone that was in his mind. He after the way he had, time after time,
had perhaps had as much experience in salowed the Government business to be
scabby sheep as other hon. members had, proceeded with and to take precedence;
and he still thought the bill ought to go and, after sitting there to all hours, it
to the country and receive more time for was very ungraocious, he thought, on the
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part of the Government, now to try and TiEGISI
shelve this bill.

MR. MARMON said he was inclined Tizeada.
to agree with the Attorney General ta
there was no necessity to proceed with . Loan E

the discussion of the bill at that late, Estimates,
hour. Those hon. members who intended ou1886 %ina

taking their departure had already done Mal L
so, or would do so in the morning; and abon 11,1

it would be impossible to get through the
bill1 in committee that evening. THE SPE

MR. VENN hoped they would go on noon.
with the bill, but he saw no reason for PRAYERS.
pushing it through with any undue
haste or hurry. They had heard why it
had been brought in at a late period of REVISED
the session-owing to pressure of other The How
work-and it did not contain many the further
new clauses. They had been trying for mates.
years to get rid of scab, but without Eastern f
avail, though it was clearly a disease that
was capable of being eradicated.

The amendment-That the House g
into committee on the bill that day six
mouths-was then put, and, upon a di-
vision, the numbers were:

Noes .. ..

Majority against..

AT9s.
Boa. M. Fraser
Hon. A. P. Henanmn
Hon. J. A. Wright,
Mr. Burs
Nr. Layintn
Mr. Randall (Teller.)

10

4

NOES.

Mr. Brooboan
Mr. Bronn
Sir T. 0. Camaphofl
MR Harpe
.r. Loton
Mr. 'amonMr. =oR-.
Mr. Sheuton
Mr. Vio
Mr. Burt (TcLIcr.)

The amendment was therefore nega-
tived, and the House agreed to go into
committee upon the bill next day.

The House adjourned at a quarter to
one o'clock, am.

[JATIVE COUNCIL,
y, 22nd September, 1885.

stimantes, i885: further considered in
Loan EstimateSS 1866 i. eoittOo-
ISM: reported -MApropriation Bill,
ading--Scab Bill, :25 in conooittee

dinance, IND0, Amendiment RBl third
an Act, 1IM, Amedmnt (Reappropri.
third reading-Adjournment.

AKER took the Chair at

LOAN ESTIMATES, 1885.
so went into committee for
consideration of these Esti-

kitway, Item £20,678 7s. 9d.
read:

THE ENGINEER-fl'-CHIEF (Hon.
J. A. Wright), replying to Mr. Shentou,
with regard to the item " Buildings,
£2,650," said that a portion of this was
for the station at Guildford.

MR. SHENTON asked how the station
at Guildford came to be charged to the
Third Section of the line.

THE: ENGINEER-IN-CHIEF (Hon.
J. A. Wright) said that, so far as lie
could make out, it was because no loan
had been sufficent to carry out the work
for which it was intended, and the result
was that money raised for one section
had to be used for another section.

Ma. SHENTON said it was amounts
like these that reduced the amount avail.
able for the branch lines, and the line
to Beverley. This expenditure for the
Guildford 'station never came before the
Audit Committee. If the Government
were simply on their own authority going
to divert can moneys as they pleased, hie
saw no use in submitting these estimates
to the House.

THE ENGINEERJIN-CHIEF (Hon.
JT. A. Wright) said the total amount of
the loan had not been exceeded.

MR. SHENTON said that did not
matter; it was unauthorised expenditure.
The money was borrowed and voted for
the Third Section, and Guildford was
certainly not included in the Third See-
tioii. The Governor was only empowered
to authorise expenditure (that had not
beenu sanctioned by the Legislature) when
the UJoilnittce of Advice refusecd to do so,
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